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April 21, 2015 
 
The Honorable Das Williams 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Natural Resources 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
RE: AB 645 (Williams) – Support 
 
Dear Assemblyman Williams: 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Advanced Energy Economy (AEE) to commend you on 
your efforts to advance clean energy policy in California by introducing AB 645.  AEE supports 
AB 645 and would like to work with you to further refine the clean energy provisions within the 
bill. 
 
AEE is a national association of businesses dedicated to transforming public policy to enable 
a prosperous world that runs on clean, secure, affordable energy. We are comprised of over 
100 companies both large and small across the technology spectrum, including energy 
efficiency, solar, wind, storage, biofuels, electric vehicles, demand response, advanced 
metering, and enabling software. Our members also include companies that have made a 
commitment to power their operations with renewable energy and are working with us to 
break down the barriers that inhibit them from reaching their sustainability goals. 
  
As mentioned above, California has a large and growing economy of advanced energy 
companies. This is the direct result of the State’s policies on renewable energy, demand 
response, and energy efficiency.  An employment survey conducted in 2014 by AEE found 
that California is home to over 40,000 businesses that provide a wide range of products 
across the energy spectrum.  The AEE survey also found that the State employs over 431,834 
workers in the advanced energy industry with the majority of them working in energy 
efficiency and energy generation.  The advanced energy economy employs approximately 2% 
of California’s workforce.  To give you some perspective on this number, that is more than 
several of the prominent industries within the State, including the motion picture, television 
and radio industries and the semiconductor industry.  In 2015, the projected growth for 
California’s advanced energy industry is expected to be 17%.  The State’s overall job growth 
rate is 2%.   
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The AEE survey shows that California is benefiting from its clean energy goals.  We would like 
to work with you and other members of the Legislature to build on the success that the State 
has had so far.   If you have any questions about clean energy issues or the AEE job survey, 
please contact me at 415-799-3718.   A copy of the AEE job survey is available at 
https://www.aee.net/initiatives/california-engagement.html#ca-advanced-energy-
employment-survey 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Steve Chadima 
Senior Vice President, Communications 
Director of California Initiatives 
 
 
cc: Members, Assembly Committee on Natural Resources 
  
	  


